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In his Foreword to the History of the Overseas Rugby & Sports Club
published in 1979, Trevor Ricketts, as the then President of the Club, paid
a fitting tribute to Norman Morgan for producing such a wonderful documentary
history of the Club since the year of its formation in 1946. This was
a veritable encyclopaedia of rugby football played in Malta and showed Norman's
dedication and devotion to the sport. Its 183 Pages, packed with such detailed
information, was a grand tribute to his love of the Club. And now the Final
Chapter, compiled with his customary meticulous regard for detail to bring us
up-to-date with the closing to 1982.
When his duties finally took him away from us in 1976, we were sad indeed
to lose him, but though far away he never lost his interest in the Club and now
we are more than grateful for this his "swan-song", which will make interesting
reading for years to come for those of us who still have fond memories of our
days in Malta and the fellowship in sport which we were privileged to enjoy.
Though in my younger years I played hockey rather than rugger, when
I retired to Malta in 1968 I found my allegiance changed and I spent many
enjoyable hours cheering 'Seas from the touchline and then after the match
celebrating (or otherwise) in the Clubhouse.
I sincerely hope that there will be a wide circulation of Norman's book.
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P R E F ACE
The history of the Overse~s Rugby and Sports Club, Malta, w~s completed up
to and including the Extr~ordin~ry General Meeting on the future of the Club
held on Thursd~y, 8th June, 1978. This meeting had been called in view of the
fact that the withdraw~l of the British Forces ~nd UK B~sed Civili~ns from
Malta, then due to take place on the 31st March, 1979, placed in jeopardy the
existence of the Club, and in the extreme, the continuation of the g~me of
rugby on the Isl~nd.
The Members ~t this meeting ,decided that the Club should continue under
the same name, with the s~me objectives, and that the main emphasis of the Club's
~ctivities would revolve ~round the Rugby Section.
Sadly, although with no
alternative under the circumstances, the Cricket, Soccer ~nd Hockey Sections
were closed.
The very f~ct th~t this final chapter to the History of 'Overseas' is
written informs readers that, in spite of all efforts by a dedicated few, the
Club was finally forced to close. The Closure, or 'Winding-up', took place at
the Annu~l General Meeting held on the 24th October, 1980. This pl~ced the Club
under a Caretaker Committee which held its last meeting on the 11th January,
1982.
F.rom the time it WaS first accepted that the OverseaS Club might be forced
to close, Overseas Committees have loosely referred to its closure, and events
leading up to it, as the 'Winding-up'. In this ch~pter I have referred to the
A.G.M. on the 24th October, 1980, as the 'Winding-up', but not the 'Closure'.
From this date the Club WaS in the hands of a Caretaker Committee, and although
the chances were remote, there WaS still in the hearts of a few the possibility
that the Club could be revived. As one Committeeman wrote, "RIP Overseas RUFC
laid to rest end of 1980. Now awaits the resurrection, but doubtful if it can
be resuscitated". I have referred to the last Committee MeetiAg of the
C~retaker Committee, and so of the Club, held on the 11th January, 1982, as the
'Closure'.
As in the main history , I have written of events in chronological order
within the year they happened. On the other hand, I have completed that part
of the history on any subject considered to be of sufficient importance, and
covering a number of years, whilst writing about the year in which it WaS
initiated.
The Winding-up, when it came, was due basically to lack of sufficient rugby
playing members interested enough to turn out on the day, and of enough teams to
give any impetus to the playing of rugby in Malta. There were of course
a number of other serious problems which caused the closure. Under the
circumstances the knowledgeable believed this to be ine~itable, but at the
E.G.M. on the 8th June, 1978, there was great determination to succeed, not only
to keep the Club alive, but to make rugby a Maltese game. The hard core of
dedic~ted Maltese members, named in that part of the history dealing with the
E.G.M., supported by the Overseas Committee, made this seem possible. This
determination made the season of 1978/79 full of interest and rewarding in the
initial interest and keenness shown by the Maltese, specially the schoolboys.
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PART

I

OVERSEAS CRICKET SECTION
Before passing on to the rugby season of 1978/79, I will mention the
Cricket Section. Even as the future of the Club was being decided at the E.G.M.
of the 8th June, 1978, the Overseas Cricket Section was playing in its last
season at the Marsa.
The season started with a 6-a-side Tournament on the 6th May. Overseas
entered two teams which were knocked out in the 1st and 2nd rounds respectively.
League fixtures started on the 14th May when Overseas recorded a large win
against the Army. The overall league results for Overseas were 9 played, 4 won
and 5 lost. Overseas ended the season on top - what a way to go - in winning
the "cup" for the first time in 8 years. I believe the memory of Overseas
cricketers is best kept by quoting an extract from Cyril fox's commentary
written for 'Malta Life' in August, 1978:"Triumph at long last for the Overseas Cricketers, who deservedly won the
Government Tourist Board Trophy in their last Match at the Marsa ground on
July 16th. This coveted trophy (in previous years known as the GovernorGeneral's Cup) is played on the same lines as the Gillette Cup and is competed
for by all the cricket teams on the Island. Over the years the Overseas Xl's
have been finalists and semi-finalists but never the outright victors. But
a splendid team effort ably directed by their skipper, Gerry Davey, gave them
a glorious finish to their 1978 season.
And sad to relate it was the Overseas cricketers' last appearance in the
middle where they have been playing regularly since 1965. Originally, according
to the recently published "History of the Overseas Rugby and Sports Club", the
cricket team was formed as an activity to keep me~bers of the Rugby Club in
touch throughout the summer months. Now, with the closing of . the Service schools
and the schoolmasters leaving the Island, Overseas have lost the mainstay of
their XI and we say good-bye to such stalwarts as Trevor Ricketts, Gerry Davey,
Mike Newton, Alan Latham and Mike Caseley, who have been the principals of the
cricket scene for the past several seasons .
If I was to name the Man of the Match I would have great difficulty in
deciding between the two Mikes. Newton opened with a robust knock of 45 and
then went on to take 4 M.S.C. wickets for 20. Caseley, who came in at No. 8,
defied the bowling to score 32 of the most valuable runs, and then bowled 13
overs to take 4 for 54. Both equally winning contributions. Batting first,
Overseas scored 159 for the loss of 9 wickets and this proved to be 32 too many
for their opponents. Other highlights of the game to me were Gerry Davey's
clouting the ball for 15 runs off one over and then skying the ball for the
wicket-keeper to have ample time to trot out to square leg to collect a valuable
wicket, and Trevor Ricketts being clapped to the wicket on the last of his many
appearances on the pitch in his eleven years in Malta.
For the M.S.C., Roy Swift had a good match (50 not out and a couple of
Wickets) and Rosser and Easton shared six wickets between them. The Club had
had a tough fight the previous day to beat R.A.F . Penguins in the semi-final ,
whilst Overseas were in good form to beat the Army by 9 wickets with Newton
again in the runs with a contribution of 64."
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CALYPSO DIVING CLUB
At the Extraordinary General Meeting of the 8th June, 1978, under the
heading 'The future of Overseas Rugby and Sports Club', the President,
Mr. T.N. Ricketts, opened the subject for discussion from the floor. Amongst
many other suggestions f,rom members, Mr. Derek Holt, Chairman of Calypso Diving
Club, Malta branch of the British Sub Aqua Club, suggested that the 'Malta
Calypso 8.S.A.C.' might consider amalgamation in order to boost membership to
mutual benefit, as currently many Overseas members were Sub Aqua members. This
was the first time that the idea of amalgamating the two clubs was mooted in
Committee. The benefits to both clubs were immediately realised: a home for the
Diving Club and the boosting of Overseas membership, with a possible increase in
rugby playing members. The Calypso Club had a membership of 30, 12 of whom were
already members of Overseas.
At an Overseas Committee Meeting held on the 28th June, 1978, it was
decided that the matter should be discussed in full at the Annual General Meeting
scheduled for September, 1978. ~Ir. C. fox was asked to chair a Special SubCommittee in conjunction with the Calypso Club.
The Special Sub-Committee, consisting of Mr. C. fox, Chairman,
Mr. E. Macpherson, Overseas Secretary and Calypso Club committee member,
Mr. D. Holt, Calypso Club Chairman and rugby playing member of Overseas, and
Mr. J. Sharp, Overseas Vice-President, met on the 17th July, 1978. The SubCommittee's terms of reference were to consider a proposal made at the E.G.M. of
the Club held on the 8th June, 1978, for the affiliation of the Calypso Diving
Club to the Overseas Rugby and Sports Club, and to report back to the General
Committee.
At this meeting the Chairman reported that there was nothing in the Rules
of the Overseas R. & S.C. to provide for the affiliation of another club, such as
the Calypso Diving Club. A possible method would be for the sporting activities
of Overseas to be extended to include a Sub-Aqua Section, but this would mean the
loss of the name Calypso and he had been informed that this Was not generally
acceptable to the members of that Club. It would also mean th~ calling of an
E.G.M. to amend the Rules. finally the Special Sub-Committee produced the
following recommendations:(1)

That all members of the Calypso Diving Club be enrolled as members of the
Overseas Rugby & Sports Club on payment of the current annual subscription
and that the Calypso Diving Club be entitled to use the Overseas Club
room as in the past the Sections(Cricket, Soccer and Hockey) had so done.

(2)

That, with the permission of Andrews feeds Ltd., the Calypso Diving Club
might regard the Club room as their Headquarters.

(3)

That consideration be given for social activities being organised jointly
by Overseas and Calypso members.

(4)

That the Calypso Diving Club be invited to nominate one of their members
to serve on the General Committee of Overseas.

The recommendations of the Special Sub-Committee were adopted by the
Overseas Committee on the 18th September, 1978, and endorsed at the Annual
General Meeting of the Overseas R. & S.C. held on the 21st September, 1978.
Also at the A.G.M. it was proposed and adopted to co-opt a representative from
the Calypso Sub Aqua Club, namely the Chairman, Mr. D. Holt, to the new OverseaS
Committee. from this point, where membership is spoken of, it is the overall
membership of Overseas unless otherwise indicated. According to the
r ecommendations of the Special Sub-Committee, all Calypso members must enrol as
Overs eas members, but not vice versa.
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Socially and financially, with both Overseas and Calypso using flagstone
Wharf as their Club House, it was to the benefit of Overseas. Joint ventures
were undertaken to encourage joint interest, variety was provided to Overseas
activity, and there was an increase in much needed revenue at the Club House.
As has already been stated, from the outset a number of Overseas officials and
players were active members of both clubs, and it was always hoped that more
Calypso members would be encouraged to take an active part in the game of rugby.
At the Annual General Meeting held on the 27th September, 1979, Oversea&
Membership Secretary, Mr. D. Schembri, reported that the loss of members from
British Services personnel was made good by the Calypso Club joining Overseas.
In fact the Diving Club provided 75% of the overall membership which then stood
at 92.
Throughout 1979 the Calypso Diving Club had problems of its own to contend
with. In february, 1980, the Calypso representative was able to report to the
Overseas Committee that after a short lean period the Club had managed to solve
the main problems! The main problems had been the lack of qualified Instructors,
which temporarily stopped new members joining Calypso Club, and the lack of a
good swimming pool for training purposes. The situation as regards Instructors
was solved after a course was held in Malta in April, 1979, and a number of
club members scored positive results. The CoaCh/Instructors exam was held
during Easter and for this purpose the club brought over the 8.S.A.C. Coaching
Director from London. In April, 1980, the Calypso Diving Club chanqed its
affiliation from the 8.S.A.C. to the federation of Underwater Activities.
Calypso Representatives on the Overseas Committee changed as follows:March, 1979

Mr. J. Micallef

June, 1979

Mr. L. Spagnol

December, 1979

Mr. L. Vella Brincat

february, 1980

Mr. J. Micallef
Mr. L. Vella 8rincat

These changes are taken from Overseas Committee Minutes and show the month
that the Representative first sat on the committee. In february, 1980,
I~ r. L. Vella Brincat was joined by Mr. J. Micallef, and both sat on the
Committee to the Closure.
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1978/79
Annual General Meeting, Club House, 21 flagstone Wharf, Marsa,
21st September, 1978.
Present 11 Members.
The following Officials were elected;J. Andrews
J. Sharp
C. fox

President
Vice-Presidents

D.
f.
T.
D.

Hon. General Secretary
Hon. General Treasurer
Hon. Social Secretary
Hon. Membership Secretary
Team Captain
Bar Manager
Member
Joint Services Representative
Calypso Diving Club. Repreaentative

(Left Malta May, 1979)
(Took over duties of Chairman
as from 5th April, 1979)

Alexander
Roberts
(Left Malta March, 1979)
Agius-ferrante
Schembri

"
"

C. Borda
E. Macpherson

j

R. Stringer

(Retiring Secretary, co-opted
until he left Malta in
October, 197B)
(Invited to sit on committee)

D. Holt

Members co-opted after A.G.M.
Hon. Assistant Secretary

G. Attard

Referee Representative
Member
Schools Representative

P.
D.
C.
J.

n

tI

Miller
Gribbon
Mock
Taylor

(Co-opted January, 1979.
Took over duties of General
Secretary March, 1979)
(Left Malta March, 1979)
(St. Edwards College)
(De la Salle College)

At the Annual General Meeting the President, Mr. J. Andrews, recorded with
regret the closing of the Cricket, Hockey and Soccer Sections, and noted that
the Club name remained Overseas Rugby and Sports Club, thus leaving the
possibility for further expansion in the future. In fact, to the end, there was
no further expansion. As has been stated, tha Calypso Diving Club did not beco~e
a section of Overseas although their representative sat on Overseas Committee and
their members were full Members of Overseas Club. With the closing of the
sections it was accepted by members attending the A.G.M~ that the Club should
revert to its original form, i.e., no separate Cricket, Hockey and Soccer
Sections, and that the President should thus chair all meetings. This was
reverting Overseas to the form it took before the A.G.~I. of the 20th September,
1973, when it was changed from a pure Rugby Club to a Rugby and Sports Club.
This meant a change in the Club Rules. In making these changes it was also
taken into consideration that the British Services would be leaving Malta at the
end of March, 1979, and thus, for the first time since the Club was founded, the
need for the Services to be worded into the rules no longer existed. It was
decided to up-date the normal full Membership qualifications, since the Service
and UK Based Civilian qualifications were hardly valid any longer. The
subscriptions were raised from iM1-00 to iM1-50.
I reproduce in full the Rules as formed at the A.G.M., 1978, and except for
the fact tha~ the word 'Malta' had to be taken out of the name of the Club, they
were the Rules in use at the closure.

,

. :.....
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RULES OF THE OVERSEAS RUGBY ·AND SPORTS CLUB, MALTA, G.C.
SEPTEMBER, 1978
1.

That the name of the Club be:

THE OVERSEAS RUGBY AND - SPORTS CLUB, MALTA.

2.

That the object of the Club is to foster a true sporting spirit on the
island of Malta by providing facilities for:
(a) All players who wish to play for the Club.
(b) Non-playing sports enthusiasts who may support the Club and join in the
social life.
(c) Student members, who are still in full time education, who wish to
become playing members of the Club.

3.

That the management of the Club shall be entrusted to a General Committee
of such officers as shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. Liaison
with the representatives of the Services shall be effected by means of the
Joint Services Representatives in each sport.

4.

That the General Committee of the Club shall consist of:
President
Vice-Presidents
Hon. General Secretary
Hon. General Treasurer

Bar Manager
Social Secretary

The officers to hold office for one year and to be elected by members at an
Annual General Meeting.
5.

That the General Committee shall have powers to fill any vacancies which may
arise in their number during the course of the year, have full power to
co-opt as may be found expedient, and to delegate any of its duties to such
other committees as may be necessary.

6.

A quorum for the General Committee shall consist of one third of the
Committee.

7.

The Annual General Meeting to be held in September and the financial year to
end on the 31st August.

8.

Members to be given 14 days' notice of a General Meeting. Items for
inclusion on the agenda to reach the Hon. General Secretary not later than
seven days prior to the meeting. Extraordinary General Meetings may be
called by ten or more members or by a majority vote of the General Committee.

9.
10.

The Club cannot accept liability for any loss, accident or injury which may
occur on the field of play or on the Club premises.
That the sanction of two thirds of the number of members present and voting
at the Annual General Meeting or Extraordinary General Meeting is required
for the passing of eny resolutions to alter the rules.

11.

Membership fees:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Annual subscription
Playing member
n
11
Social member
Student member
"
"
10 cents per match
Temporary membership
a and b only have full voting rights.

£M1 • 50c
£M1 • 50c
50c

12.

That these rules be placed on the Club notice board, and a copy forwarded
to each member.

13.

That, in the event of the Club winding up, the Committee in office at that
time should be given authority to use any surplus funds in the furtherance
of the name of the Overseas Rugby and Sports Club, Malta, G.e.
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14.

New members must be proposed and seconded by existing members and elected
by the General Committee.

15.

Membership will cease, if:(A) A member gives notice in writing to the committee to cancel his
membership.
(b) A member fails to pay his annual subscription by 31st December and the
committee removes his name from the list of members.
(c) A member is guilty of misconduct and in the opinion of the committee his
membership should be cancelled.

16.

Members may admit guests to the club premises. The names and addresses of
these guests must be recorded in the visitors' book and members are
responsible for the conduct of their guests.

17.

No entrance fee is payable for admission to the club premises either for
members or their guests.

18.

The club premises may be open to members and their guests on any evening
from 4.30 p.m. to 1.00 a.m., providing a committee member be present.

19.

No beer, wine or spirits will be sold to any member or guest under 16 years
of age.

DELETION OF 'MALTA' FROM CLUB NAME
In November, 1978, the Maltese Government passed legislation which forbade
the use of the word 'Malta' by clubs, publications, etc, without government
permission. This was discussed in committee on the 2nd October, 1978, and it
Was decided to ask legal advice as to ~hether the word 'Malta' in the Club's
name clashed with this legislation. On the 16th October, 1978, after receiving
advice from Andrews feeds' solicitor against use of the word, Ov~rseas Committee
decided that the rules of the Club be altered so that the name of the Club no
longer contained the word 'Malta'. No approach was made to the 'Prime Minister's
office to ask to be an exception.

PLAYING SEASON 1978/79
In order to give as much background to the problems facing Overseas, and
indead all rugby enthusiasts, Maltese and British, in their attempt to keep the
Club, alive and the game played in Malta, I will give as much detail as possible
of the different factors involved.
At the start of the playing season, including Overseas, there were still
three major rugby sides. In order to have better fixtures and to give more
people the chance to play rugby the Servicemen made two teams. Salerno Company
41 Cdo, as a unit, formed one of the Service teams, whilst the other WaS called
Army Elements and consisted of R.A.F., Army and Royal Marines. It would appear
that these Service teams were not as well defined as the season progressed and
the time came near for the Service withdrawal •
. The number of teams WaS increased by the visit to Malta of H.M. Ships
Britannia, Alacrity, Ark Royal and Fearless in October/November, and London in
March for the British withdrawal. With the initial increase in teams the season
started off very well with plenty of rugby being played. Together with the
promise of schoolboys' participation, the future looked promising.
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The Uver$eas Committee spared no effort in not only making 1978/79
a 8uccessful season, but also in looking to the future by attempting to build
up an Over$eas team which would of necessity have to comprise mostly Maltese
players. Also, everything possible was done in the effort to keep up interest
in the schools, colleges and the Maltese Services, with the Overseas Team Captain
acting as Liaison Officer in this field.
On tha 1st October Overseas placed an advert in the Sunday Times (of Malta)
which said 'RUGBY: ANYBODY WISHING TO PLAY OR WHO IS INTERESTED TO LEARN PLEASE
CONTACT T. AGIUS fERRANTE'. Over 30 local men turned up, and the hope was to
maintain this interest, although training players from scratch proved a slow job.
A number of these recruits were from the Polytechnic. On the 10th January,
1979, it was reported that Overseas, St. Edwards, Army Elements, Salerno and some
RAf players enabled a game to be played at Marsa most Saturdays. On the same
date it was reported that 'recently 12 Maltese played for Overseas'. Throughout
the season, admittedly with the help of Service players, and the B Team being
boosted by a few 1st Team players, Overseas was able to field two teams.
Every effort was made by Overseas to promote interest in the University,
the Colleges of St. Edwards, De la Salle and St. Aloysius, and the Polytechnic.
An approach was made to any $chool which showed interest, together with an
offer of coaching. The Colleges and schools were represented on Overseas
Committee. Unfortunately, the only college to successfully and continuously
field a team was St. Edwards under the guidance of father fert'o. Thraughout the
1978/79 season, in spite of interest shown, De la Salle and St. Aloysius did not
field a team. St. Edwards gave reason to believe that interest would continue
to be snown in rugby in Malta, and they were rewarded by a number of victories
oiler Oversea& 'B' Team. The schoolboys team called the Minestrones, comprised
of schoolboys being educated abroad, once again proved an attraction and a hope
for the future. The Minestrone& played over the Christmas and Easter holidays.
A number of schoolboys were keen to play for Overseas and were given every
encouragement.
.
The Armed forces of Malta played no active part in the 1978/79 season,
al though in May, 1979, Marcel Ca$sar, Army Rugby Representative', reported
that he had b.een trying for some time to organise a Services (Malta) rugby
team. Marcel was asked by Overseas to represent the Armed Forces on Overseas
Committee but he was unable to accept.
Two competent referees, Paul Miller (Head of referees in Malta) and
Bob Eaton, both 1.0 the R.A.f., officiated Overseas' game$ until they left Malta
early January, 197,9. Both were willing to give coaching and lectures in schools
and to those amongst the Maltese who were interested, also to run. a referees
course. Derek Holt from the Royal Marines offered his service$ in assistant
coaching. When Bob Eaton left in January, Overseas Team Captain, David Schembri,
stressed the need for referees. As the Service referees left Malta, the schools
representative from St. Edwards, Dave Howell, offered to referee at. least school ·
matches. fortunately, for the 1979/80 season, two competent referees joined
Overseas, namely Davs Griboon (May, 1979) and Jim Young (January, 1980).
Jim '{oung was also a qualified coach. for the 1979/80 season the Armed f.orces
of Malta also provided a referee.
Back to the 1978/79 season. Permission having been given to Overseas by
the Maltese authorities to use the pitch at Marsa on Thursdays for training, and
Saturdays and Sundays for games, training started in September. No indoor
train1.og took place throughout the season although the Club approached both the
Ministry of Sport and the Ministry of Education for use of one of the e~8ritish
Service gymnasiums. The first game of the season, in spite of the ground being
rock hard, was played on the 14th October against H.M.S Britannia. After this
game, during the $ocial gathering of the team$ in the Overseas Club House, the
Cup for the 'Most Improved Player for 1977/78' was presented to W. Ellul-Bonnici.
Though it meant a great deal of work for Overseas Committee, no outstanding
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problems arose during this season, and except for a period in January and
February there were games most Saturdays or Sundays. The . last game that an
Overseas XU was ever to play against a British Service X~ was on Saturday,
24th March, 1979, versus H.M.S. London. A memorable but sad occasion. After
the British Services left Malta at the end of March, the rugby season came to
a close with 2 games versus the Minestrones and St. Edwards College.
Besides the games against H.M. Ships, the highlights of the season were the
visit of the touring side, Tallywain Rugby Club, from Gwent, the 7-a-side
Tournament, and undoubtedly the tour by 'Seas to Sicily.
From all reports, the 7-a-side Tournament sponsored by Farsons, and
organized by Overseas, was a success, even though rain and wind spoilt it from
the spectators' point of view. The schoolboys put up an excellent show though
unfortunately they were picked to play against the Royal Marines 'A' Team,
winners of the competition. Most information is to be gained from a newspaper
report, and I quote:!lA 7-a-side tournament was held at tle Marsa on Saturday, December 23, at
which six teams competed for prizes presented by Simonds Farsons Cisk Ltd. It
was encouraging for the future of Rugby on the island to see two good school
sides (one from St. Edwards and one made up of boys schooling in UK) and also
quite a number of Maltese players.
It was most unfortunate that a strong
enjoyment of the spectators for the second
some entertaining fast Rugby was played in
Commando sides, the schools' teams and the

wind and a heavy rain spoilt the
half of the tournament. Nevertheless
difficult conditions by the two
Overseas.

Due to the weather conditions the presentation of the trophies, a silver
salver and cups to the winners, and silver coasters to the runners-up, was
postponed until Boxing Day, when Mr. A. Tabone, Marketing Manager of Simonds
farsons, made the presentations at the Overseas Club. Mr. Dave Schambri,
Captain . of the Overseas, presented Mr. Tabone with an Overseas Club
tie."
,
From correspondence and personal contact hopes ware high that 1978/79
season would exceed all others in. the number of touring sides to visit Malta.
Overseas Committee spared no effort or trouble in trying to attract the
potential tourists. At one time or another Overseas Committeemen were in touch
with no less than nine clubs who showed interest in visiting Malta, viz.
Moseley RFC, SS Veccia Roma, Sun Life Assurance Company's UK team called
Wimbledon Rugby Club, British Airways Rugby Club called Treferest, Bedwas RfC,
Tallywain. Rugby Club, Selkirk RrC, John Evans XV, and Sicilflora Rugby Club from
milazzo. However, in , spite of the hours of Committee work and correspondence,
the records show that only Tallywain RrC visited Malta in the 1978/79 season.
For one reason or another all the others dropped out.
Tallywain Rugby Club, from Gwent, Wales, arranged to tour ~Ialta between the
28th November and the 5th December. Unfortunately, their flight was delayed
three days at Luton, and consequently they could only fit in the one game against
Overseas on Sunday, 3rd December. Tallywain played good rugby, beating O,v erseas
23-10, although the home side was not disgraced. Jack Sharp (who has worn
a trench alongside the rugby pitch at the Marsa running the line for Overseas),
stated his delight that 'Seas played so well, scoring two tries in the 2nd half.
Rugby aside, the tour was not the success hoped for. The opinions expressed
were that the visitors were all great singers, but not the most social crowd,
and rather "standoffish". However, the main thing is that Overseas appreciated
the good game of rugby.
The Overseas tour of Sicily, between Wednesday, 28th February, and Sunday,
4th March, 1979, was a great success and certainly provided a boost to rugby in
Malta. As the correspondent in the Times (of Malta) wrote, after playing
Various combinations of 41 Cdo RM and Overseas against each other for the past
two months, it gave the low spirited players on the island a new lease of life .

9

There were problems, such as accommodation and the type of pitches, but they
were all taken with a great sense of humour, and a grand time was had by all the
touring party •. If space allowed, I would quote Dave Sch~mbri's report in full,
it is a masterpiece of fact and humour. A good report, already commented on,
was written in the Times by 'a correspondent' whose name is unknown to me, but
I am told he Was one of the Commandos.
There were problems, as expected under the circumstances, of getting
sufficient players to travel, but on the final count 16 players made up the
touring party, 11 Servicemen and 5 civilians. They were ably led (perhaps astray
according to Dave's own report) by Dave Schembri (Captain) and Derek Halt
(Vice-Captain). It was a great effort by Dave Schembri, Derek Holt,
Charlie Barda and F.rancis Roberts, and of course the whole Overseas Committee.
The party travslled to Catania by the ferry 'Malta Express' and from there
by train to Milazzo, which was to be their base whilst on tour, and where they
were to meet their first opponents, Sicilflora Rugby Club. Signore Santino
CDrdraro, who was the main liaison man between the two clubs, had met them at
Catania. The team was divided into groups and accommodated in three different
houses, including one belonging to Signore Franco DeBartollo, the Milazzo
President.
The first game, against Sicilflora, was- played on the afternoon of Thursday,
1st March, on a pitch, if one can call it that, consisting of grit and volcanic
ash with large stones showing through. On first seeing this pitch, the players
must have been as horrified as were the players of the previous Overseas team to
visit Sicily in January, 1968 (Page 67 of The History of the Club). The posts
consisted of metal T.V. poles. The opposition proved to be a weak side, with
little knowledge of the game, and it was one sided in 'Seas' favour. Overseas
won the game 54 points to nil.
The tourists had two days for sightseeing and the main feature seemed to be
a trip by hydrofoil to the volcanic island of Lipari, a distance of 10/15 miles.
A worthwhile trip as the place was very beautiful.
The second match was against Clan Rugby Club of Messina a~ . 0830 hours on
Sunday, 4th March. This early start Was caused by the problem of the Club having
to share a pitch with a local football side who refused to let them use it on
the Saturday afternoon as originally planned. Overseas had to be at Catania at
1200 hours the same day to catch the return ferry to Malta, and so, by the time
the posts had been installed, there was only time for 'halves' of 25 and 20
minutes. It proved altogether a different match, although played on the same
type of gritty surface, for Clan Rugby Club were a bigger and better organised
side than Sicilflora. For the most part the game was fairly even but the home
side eventual~y won 16-6.
Sicilflora
Clan
Touring Party:-

0

Overseas

54

16

"
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D. Schembri (Captain), D. Holt . (Vice-Captain), N. Revert,

C. Borda, D. Evans, J. Rundle, f. Roberts, A. Muckle, S. Mitchell, M. Buffins,
l. Jackson, T. Worth, M. Sturgeon, C. Dickens, N. Caruana, M. Hammond.
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CLUB HOUSE AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
The year 1978/79 proved to be the last full rugby playing season before the
Closure, and consequently to be the last year with a fairly full social calendar.
The initial decision to close the Club was taken in April, 1980, and the Club
House was given up in June, 1980. During May, 1980, the last social event
organised at Committee level was held and so I will write of the Club's social
life up to this point.
To the end, the Annual Dinner Dance was the important social event of the
year, and the last three, all at different venues, followed the normal successful
pattern bringing all rugby minded. people on the Island together socially. The
1978 Annual Dinner Dance, venue Old Villa Rosa (85 attended), 20th May, organized
by Michael Newton, was not quite the last social function to be held before the
retiring Committee Members and UK Based Teachers lefit Malta. The cricket
"farewell to Overseas" dance was held at the Marsa Sports Club on the 8th July,
1978, and the occasion was used to say farewell to all Overseas leavers. for the
1979 Annual Dinner Dance a very enjoyable evening Was organized by Charles and
Doris Borda, venue St. Thomas Tower, Marsascala, 17th March. The occasion Was
used to present a plaque to referee Paul Miller in appreciation of his services
to the Club. Finally, the last Annual Dinner Dance to be held, again organized
by Charles and Doris Borda, venue Capua Court Hotel (51 attended), 2nd May, 1980,
WaS the last social event to be organized at Committee level.
The three other social occasions in 1978/79 were the functions held to say
farewell to Ewen & Margaret MacPherson and James & Liz Andrews, and the Christmas
'Island Rugby fancy Dress' dance held at St. George's Social Centre,
29th December, 1978. The latter was run as an Overseas event with profits going
to both Overseas and Calypso Clubs. The farewell to Ewan & Margaret Was in the
form of a dinner at the Astoria Hotel, on Saturday, 14th October, 1978, given by
bothl Overseas and the Calypso Clubs. A farewell film and a farewell dinner were
given in honour of James and Liz Andrews in May, 1979. The film show was given
by Jack Sharp at the offices of KRS in Valletta, and the dinner was at the
Astoria Hotel. As a token of appreciation the Committee presented James with
a Maltese Silver Dghaisa and Liz with a Mdina Glass Tray. Guests of honour at
the Dinner were Dave Gribbon, successor to James at Andrews feeds, and
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Pace. At this time, although leaving Malta at the end of May,
James was still President of the Club.
Every effort was made to make use of the Club House during both the winter
rugby season and during the summer when the Calypso Club was more active. The
Bar was run efficiently by Charles and Doris Borda, helped at times by a rosta
of volunteers. Up to ChristmaS 1978, Charles reported a successful and active
season, both with the Rugby Section and with Calypso Sub-aqua Club Members. from
then on use of the bar declined, except for film nights, which were well
attended and most successful, and latterly with the 8SAC lecture nights. for
1979/80 Charles reported that barwise it was not a good year and the bulk of
sales was thanks to Calypso members. Early in the 1978/79 season two games
nights were held in the Club House. The first, organized by the Social Secretary,
Dave Schembri, with the RAF, was poorly attended by 'Seas members. The second,
organized by the Calypso Club, was a success.
Thanks to Jack Sharp and Charles Pace, films were provided by the M.U.f.C.,
later known as K.R.S., when the Maltese Government banned the commercial use of
the word Malta, for film nights held weekly at the Club House during the winter
months of 1978/79 and 1979/80. The same 'team' were instrumental in getting
a pay box telephone installed in the Club. Later, after this type of phone
proved too expensive for its limited use, an ordinary private telephone WaS
installed in its stead. Costs for the latter type of phone were met by Andrews
Feeds, in return Andrews were allowed to use it should the need arise. During
1978/79 structural alterations were carried out inside the Club House, both to
provide more space and for better projection of films, with costs being met by
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Andrews feeds. The labour was carried out by contractor Mr. M. Agius, Club
members and Andrews feeds.
The last minuted social event to be held in the Club House by Overseas,
prior to relinquishing it, was a Social Evening on the 8th February, 1980, when
Overseas hosted important people with whom the Club had had contacts. The list
of guests for this occasion included such people as the Minister of Sport, the
Directors of Andrews. feeds and the Directors of Simonds farsons Cisk.
Arrangements for this function were made by a sub-Committee consisting of
Tim Agius-ferrante, Charles Borda, and Charles Mock.
for a number of years, due to the extension of Dockyard planning, there had
been the threat of 20 Flagstone Wharf being demolished. In April, 1979, came
a further threat when James Andrews, President of Overseas, but also the General
Manager of Andrews Feeds, owners of the premises, informed Overseas Committee
that the continued availability of the premises as a Club might be in the balance
owing to a re-organization to be made by the Mill. James left Malta in May,
1979, returning to Belfast. In July, 1979, when Jack Sharp spoke in Committee
concerning the possible disposal of the Andrews property at Flagstone Wharf, he
paid, tribute to James Andrews for his efforts, both in Malta and in Belfast, to
ensure that it did not happen to the detriment of Overseas. Thanks to the efforts
of both James Andrews, and his successor at Andrews feeds, Dave Gribbon, Overseas
retained use of flagstone Wharf up to June, 1980, when the rundown to the Club
Closure had started, and need for a Club House for Overseas no longer existed.
The Calypso Diving Club had by this time been offered the use of the Metropole
Cinema as a Club. House. The furniture from Overseas Club House at Flagstone
Wharf was given to the Calypso Club, ostensibly on loan.
DEPARTURES FROM MALTA
Inevitably, with the large numbers of Overseas players and committeemen,
including Calypso Club members, leaving Malta in the months leading up to the
final British Forces withdrawal in March, 1979, many left withol,tt being mentioned
in. dispatches. Besides Ewan MacPherson and James Andrews, the ~onger serving
members of the Club, those leaving included francis Roberts, Secretary, Derek Holt,
rugby player and Calypso Representative, and Paul Miller, Referee's Representative.
Also, in January, 1979, the President mentioned that. Mal Hunter, Bob Eaton
(Referee), Bob Lee and Steve Groom had regrettably left flalta. All these had given
a lot of service to the Club, both as officials and players.
EWAN MACPHERSON
After 3t years with Overseas, as a very keen rugby player and official,
Ewan left. Malta at the end of October, 1978. Ewan was also a member of the
Calypso Diving Club, and as he said himself, he had a foot in both camps. The
service given by Ewan to Overseas is best described by James Andrews in Correspondence
to me. I quote:"Ewan, through his efforts, by example on the field during matches, and in
preparation and coaching in training, did more to improve 'Overseas' rugby
(Particularly forWard play) in trneir last few years, than anyone. His contribution
an the social side, linking Calypso Club with Overseas, was vital also."
1976/77
1977/78

1978/79

Hon. Secretary, Rugby Section
Vice-President
Hon. Secretary, Rugby Sec tion
Vice-Captain
Selector
Bar Committee
Committee Member
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JAMES ANDREWS
James Andrews left Malta on the 30th May, 1979, aftir 4 years as a rugby
player and official with Overseas. Besides his work in keeping Flagstone ~harf
open to Overseas as a Club House, James was a capable Team Captain and player,
and also a very efficient President and Chairman. an leaving Malta James
continued as President up to the AGM in September, 1979, with Cyril Fox chairing
all meetings.
1975/76

Hon. Treasurer, Rugby Section

1976/77

Hon. General Treasurer
Hon. Treasurer, Rugby Section
Vice-Captain
Selection Committee

1977/78

Vice-President
Hon. General Treasurer
Hon. Treasurer, Rugby Section
Fixture Secretary
Team Captain
Selection Committee
Bar Committee

197.8/79

President

MEMBERSHIP
The last recorded Membership for 1977/78 was on the 18th April, 1978, before
the Calypso Diving Club members increased numbers. This came to 103. For 1978/79,
with the departure of the British Services at the end of March, 1979, it had been
expected that Membership would drop drastically. Fortunately, as David Schembri,
Membership Secretary, was able to report at the A.G.M. on the 27th September, 1979,
the loss of members from Service personnel was made good by Calypso members
joining Overseas. On this date, the Calypso Section made up 75% of the overall
membership which stood at 92. The last ever recorded Membership of Overseas
Rugby and Sports Club before the Closure, when the total stood at 70 paid-up
Members, was on the 18th February, 1980.

MAL TA CAV.ALIERS
On returning to UK late summer 1978, Trevor Ricketts, Life Member of
Overseas, was determined to keep the ex-members of Overseas together, and in
some way keep the memory of the Club alive. At the Annual General Meeting,
27th September, 1979, the Chairman, Cyril Fox, reported that Trevor had revived
the old Overseas Cricket XI as the Malta Cavaliers. The Cavaliers meet for
approximately one week each year in late summer when a short Tour is undertaken.
The Tour in 1980 was made to Hampshire where they played 4 games. During this
tour, on behalf of the Overseas Rugby and Sports Club, Cyril Fox presented the
Cavaliers with a cheque for £50 from the Overseas funds.
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1979/80
Annual General Meeting, Club House, 21 Flagstone Wharf, Marsa,
27th September, 1979.
Present 17 Members.
The A.G.M. opened with Caretaker President, Mr. C•. Fox, acting on behalf of the
President, Mr. J~ Andrews, absent in U.K.
At this A.G.M. it was decided that the privilege of being President should be
extended to one of our Maltese Members who has given service to the Club, and
that as far as possible the activities of the C~ub should ba run by the young
Maltese Members.
The following Officials were elected:President
Vice-P.residents

Hon. Secretary
Hono Treasurer
Hon. Social Secretary
Hon. Membership Secretary
Team Captain
Bar Manager
Schools Representative
Armed Forces Representative
Calypso Club Representative
Ref~ree

Representative

T. Agius-Ferrante
(Resigned May, 1980)
J. Sharp
C. fox
(Took over duties of Chairman as
from 13th May, 1980)
D. Alexander
D. Gribbon
G. Attard
T. Agius-Ferrante
J. Taylor
D. Schembri
11

C. Borda
C. [llock
M. Cassar
L. Vella 8rincat (Elected by Calypso Club)
J •. Young

(Co-opted 31st January, 1980)

PLAYING SEASON
The rugby season of 1979/80 in fact turned out to be the last season in which
an Overseas XV took to the field. Inevitably it proved, after the British Forces
left Malta, in spite of valiant efforts to keep the game going, there were too
many insurmountable problems for rugby to continue in Malta. The first crack
appeared in Committee on the 31st January, 1980, and so, first, I will complete
the history to this point. From the 31st January decisions made in Committee
gradually planned the Club's Winding-up and then Closure, and in spite of these
decisions, a rearguard action was fought by the few rugby enthusiasts to save the
. game in Malta.
In April, 1979, after the British Forces pulled out, Overseas Secretary,
George Attard, reported that within the Club there was a strong determination to
carry on, although the immediate problem was the almost complete lack of
referees. This problem Was fortunately remedied. In May, 1979, the President,
I'ir. J. Andrews, said it was very difficult to put one completely in the picture
as circumstances were changing so quickly. One minute one felt pessimistic
about the future of rugby in ('Ialta, and the next, one could be very optimistic.
In June, 1979, George Attard again reported that the members ware looking to the
future.
The reason for this optimism was the belief that a number of teams would be
formed to provide opposition. There was the strong possibility that the Armed
forces of Malta would form one or two teams under the guidance of Marcel Cassar,
the Army Representative. St. Edwards College and De la Salle College were keen
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to provide opposition. It Was even mentioned that the little town of Senglea
would form a team. In May, 1979, the Kuwait Rugby Team had contacted
Mr. Charles Bezzina, the Minister of Sport, showing interest in a Tour to Malta
in November, 1979, With the visit of the Kuwait Club, Overseas hoped to
encourage other teams to tour in Malta and so organize a Tournament. The
Minister of Sport agreed to help, to provide free transport and accommodation
at reduced prices, as long as Overseas Saw to the overall organization. The
President expressed. his belief that, knowing the enthusiasm of Tim Agius-Ferrante,
George Attard, David Schembri and Charles Borda, there would be good rugby
during the 1979/80 season.
Early in the 1979/80 seaSon Overseas players made use of the old R.A.F. gym
at Luqa for indoor training. With permission from the Minister of Sport, Overseas
again used the Marsa pitch. The rugby season started for Overseas on the
20th October with a game against the Armed. Forces of Malta (No. 3 Battery) which
Overseas won by 14 points to nil. Unfortunately, after this game, due to changes
within the Force itself, the Army could not again field a team. Then the main
blow fell. On the 25th October, 1979, torrential rain fell on Malta, flooding
the Marsa pitch and covering it with four or five inches of mud. There was hope
that with the use of a spiked roller the pitch could be saved, but even so, at
the time it was not aVailable for matches. The Marsa grounds were expected to be
out of use for a number of months. Through the kindness of Colonel Spiteri,
Commanding Officer of the Armed Forces of Malta, the Safi pitch was made
available for Overseas games. Overseas then played two games against St. Edwards
College, losing both, the firs~ by 16 points to nil, and even having to borrow
players from St. Edwards to field. a team in the second. The final game played
by an Overseas XV was over the Christmas (1979) period when they beat a
Minestrone team by 30 points to 10.
The Kuwait Rugby Club was unable to tour Malta and so the November
Tournament had to be cancelled. Of the other potential teams, De la Salle
College did not play any game against Overseas, and there waS no further word
of Senglea forming a team. Early in the season, a serious injury to one of the
De la Salle players caused the College to ban rugby. From this , it can be seen
that the main problem for Overseas was lack of opposition, and, ,- as a consequence,
diminishing interest among the players. It was also found that Safi WaS remote,
there were transport difficulties, players failed to turn out, and matches had
to be cancelled at short notice. One must also remember that, on top of the
problems of fielding a team, the future of Overseas Club House, the focal point
for rugby on the Island, hung in the balance.
The season ended on the 19th April, 1980, when a 7-a-side Tournament, won
by St. Edwards College, was held at Safi. 5 teams competed, Overseas (2),
St. Edwards (2), and the Minestrones.
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THE WINDING-UP OF OVERSEAS
The internal problems facing Overseas were discussed in Committee on the
31st January, 1980. Mr. J. Sharp, Uice-President for many years, felt so
strongly about the situation that he urged the Committee members to terminate
Overseas' activities in grand style and with dignity rather than let the Club
peter out through neglect. Other members, including Mr. C. Fox, also
a Vice-President, of long standing, and Mr. G. Attard, Secretary, whilst agreeing
with Mr. Sharp's sentiments, believed that with an extra effort from each member
of the Committee the Club would not only survive but also recuperate. At this
stage there was _still the possibility that De la Salle College would f.ield a team.
A further cancelled game and the ban on rugby at De la Salle College, both
points which forced Overseas Committee once again, on the 18th February, 1980,
to discuss not only the future of Overseas, but also the very survival of the
game in Malta. Mr. Sharp expressed t!1e opinion that Overseas Committee should
not, make a decision on the future of the game in Malta, this should be taken at
a meeting which all interested parties were invited to attend. Consequently,
it was decided, to call a Public Meeting of all interested parties to discuss the
"Future of Rugby in Malta". A Sub-Committee was formed comprising J. Sharp,
Press Adverts; D. Gribbon, Questionnaire; D. Schembri, Press Write-up; and
G. Attard, Circular, to organize the proposed meeting.
The Public Forum was held in the Club House on the 27th March, 1980. The
invitation was to all those interested in playing rugby, whether experienced or
not. In spite of an excellent press coverage, only 27 people attended. Of this
number four were senior members of the Club, four played for St. Edwards, and
there waa a mere handful of new faces.
After this meeting a renewed interest was shown by some University students
and as a result two coaching sessions were held at the University by John Young,
but insufficient students - three on the first oCCGsion, and onl-y one on the
second - turned up. The Sevens Tournament was held in April. It was at this
stage, the final blow for Overseas, that the Directors of Andrews feeds intimated
that the Marsa Wharf WaS due for industrial developement, and that, regretfully
they would be re-occupying their premises at 21 Flagstone Wharf in a few months'
time.
The outcome of the Public Forum WaS, discussed at the Overseas Meeting on
the 14th April, 1980. The President, Mr. Tim Agius-ferrante, expressed the
general opinion of the Committee in saying that, although some interest was
shown, it was not enough to justify continuing the functioning of the Club. The
Team Captain, Dave Schembri, was reluctant to admit that the game could not go
on. Nevertheless, with the greatest reluctance, the Committee at this meeting
on the 14th April, had no alternative but to recommend the winding-up of the
Overseas Rugby and Sports Club, w.e.f., the end of the current season. Tbe
President accepted Mr. Fox's offer to draw up the necessary proposals to close
down the Club.
The decision to close the Club was announced publicly at the Annual Dinner
Dance held at the Capua Court Hotel on the 2nd May, 1980. At the same time it
was learned that the Directors of Andrews lieeds would require the return of the
Club House almost immediately, and arrangements had to be made forthwith for the
packing up and removal of the Club property normally kept there. At a later
Committee Meeting it WaS decided to let Calypso make use of the Club House
furniture as being on loan from Overseas.
At a Committee Meeting on the 5th (vlay , 1980, the President informed the
Committee that regretfully he had made the decision to resign from office. At
the same time a letter of resignation was received from Vice-President D. Gribbon.
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once again, Cyril Fox stepped into the breach and acted as Caretaker Chairman.
At a Committee Meeting held on the 13th May, 1980, Cyril Fox read out
a prepared statement on the Winding-up of Overseas. This statement, termed
"Ov.erseas Rugby and Sports Club - Report on Winding-up, April, 1980", gave
a comprehensive outline of the Club's history, the difficulties faced, and the
reasons why the Club was being wound-up. Even at this meeting the diehards,
including Dave Schembri and Charles Borda, momentarily gained a breathing space
when the Caretaker Chairman said that it might not be out of place to recommend
the deferment of the decision taken on April 14th to close the Club down.
A new spark had renewed interest outside the Club after Sevens had been held on
the 19th April. However, Mr. D. Alexander, Vice-President, more knowledgeable
than most on rugby matters, described the end of season Sevens as a mere
flash-in-the-pan. It was decided to hold a further meeting on the 23rd June to
give Messrs. J. Young, D. Schembri and C. Barda time to assess the possibilities
of rugby in Malta.
On the 23rd June, 1980, a final discussion took place to finish the business
of the Club in preparation for the Annual General Meeting. J. Young, D. Schembri
and C. Borda reported that following their contacts with interested bodies there
existed the possibility that various teams . could be formed, including one from
Calypso, but there was nothing concrete. The Chairman then reminded the
Committee that the decision to close down Overseas had been taken.
At a Committee Meeting on the 22nd -September, 1980, it was accepted that,
as the decision to close down Overseas had been taken, irrespective of whether
rugby would still be played in Malta, it was the present Committee's duty to call
an A.G.,M.
important decisions made:(1)

The A.~.M. to be held on Friday, October, 24th, 1980, at 7 p.m. at the
Metropole Theatre, kindly made available by the Calypso Club.

(2)

The present Committee would seek nomination and re-election as Caretaker
Committee at the A.G.,M.

(3)

To freeze all funds (£140) and deposit them into a suspense account under
the control of three trustees viz., C. Fox, J. Sharp and G. Attard.

(4)

The Committee agreed to present the Club's regalia (plaques and banners)
to St. Edwards College for as long as the college continues to function.

(5)

The 7-a-side Trophy is to be formally presented to St. Edwards as the
winners of last season's competition.

At a Committee Meeting on the 13th October, 1980, it was decided to
diatribute the remaining Club possessions as follows:(1)

Rugby balls to be kept by D. Schembri.

(2)

First Aid kit to Calypso Club.

(3)

Training Films to the 8ritish High Commission.

(4)

Remaining Club Histories to J. Young, G. Attard and Farsons Ltd .

(5)

Remainin~

Club Ties to the three Vice-Presidents, namely, C. Fox,

J. Sharp and D. Alexander.
(6)

Club Records to be retained by G. Attard, Secretary.
It is of vital importance to have item No. 6 recorded.
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ST. EDWARDS COLLEGE
At this point I would like to put on record the sustained efforts over
a number of years, with corresponding good results, which St. Edwards College
has given, both to support Overseas, and to promote rugby in their own right in
Malta. I think special praise must go to Father Ferro as the driving force.
There is no doubt that De la Salle and St. Aloysius Colleges also played their
part, but without the same results. If ever rugby is revived in Malta it will
have to be with the three Colleges, the University and the Armed Forces as the
core.
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PART

III

THE CLOSURE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 1980
The final Annual General Meeting of the Overseas Rugby and Sports Club Was
held in the new Club House of the Calypso Diving Club, the Metropole Theatre,
B'kara, on Friday, 24th October, 1980.
Members present 14.
In view of the forthcoming closure, and the vital decisions appertaining to it,
I will print in full the three Motions submitted at the A.G.M. by the General
Committee, and, which had previously been promulgated in an A.G.M. Notice to
Members:1.

In view of all the circumstances, the General Committee has no alternative
but to recommend the winding-up of the Overseas Rugby and Sports Club as
from the date of this General Meeting of Members.

2.

In accordance with the terms of No. 13 of the Club Rules, the surplus
funds be put in a Suspense Account.
The Committee proposes that three Trustees be elected to review the
financial position not later than the end of. September, 1981. The
Committee has agreed that the three Trustees should be Messrs. C. Fox,
I J. Sharp and G. Attard.
3. That a Caretaker Committee of the present nine members v~z.
I C. Fox, J. Sharp, J. Young, J. Micallef, C. Borda, L. Vella Brincat,
D. Schembri, C. Mock and G. Attard be elected to safeguard the interests
of the Club and to consider the use of these funds in the'- furtherance of
the object of the Overseas Rugby and Sports Club should a favourable
I
occasion arise.
Mr. C. fox asked the Secretary, Mr. G. Attard, to read the Notice convening
the Meeting. The Members present then confirmed the Committee's decis~on to
appoint Mr. fox as Chairman.
The Chairman read out a detailed report outlining the history of the Club
and the reasons for its imminent winding-up.
After the normal Committee Reports for the 1979/80 season were given, the
Secretary reported that no ammendments had been forwarded to him regarding the
three resolutions as promulgated in the Notice.
All three resolutions were read out and accepted unanimously.

PRESENTATION OF CLUB'S REGALIA
Details of this special ceremony were given to me by Mr. C. Fox.
true feeling of those attending I will quote Cyril's account:-

To get the

"The final ceremony of the Winding-up of Overseas took place at St. Edward's
College in November, 1980, when, at the kind invitation of the Headmaster
(Mr. A. Cachia Caruanna), the members of theC aretakar Committee -attended a Drinks
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Party at the College. The Prefects and senior boys of the School XV were
entertaining our party and were most attentive in keeping our glasses re-charged.
Mr. Cyril Fox, as President/Chairman, led the Overseas party and thanked
the Headmaster for his hospitality and for his invaluable co-operation during the
past several years, when his boys had played such an active part on the Marsa pitch.
In his speech Mr. Fox made reference to the services which Mr. Charles Mock, the
School's sports master, had given to Overseas in his coaching and physical
training classes. He also singled out Tim Agius-Ferrante, a former Head Boy at
Tal Handaq School, who had given yeoman service to Overseas, both on the field
and in the committee room. Then came the handing-over ceremony. Mr. Fox, on behalf
of the Club, handed over all the trophies, plaques and banners which had been
collected over the years and had been decorating the Club House (and as members
will recall we had a goodly collection). The Headmaster was very gracious in his
reply. A pleasant, though sad occasion, which ended an era of rugby football in
Malta."

I
'I

CARETAKER COMMITTEE
The Caretaker Committee met initially on the 10th November, 1980, and during
1981 'minuted meetings' were held at infrequent intervals. Informal meetings were
also held. Meetings and a monthly social gathering took place at the offices of
K.R.S. in Zachary Street, Valletta.
On the 10th November, Cyril fox and George Attard were elected Chairman and
Hon. Secretary respecti\t,e ly. Tim Agius-ferrante was co-opted onto the Caretaker
Committee to become Hon. Treasurer. At this mee,t ing the Chairman reminded those
present that the Club had been placed in moth balls, so to speak, until
September, 1981, when the final depositions would be made. The Caretaker
Committee's first moves were to implement decisions made in Committee previous to
the A.G.M. as regards the new arrangements of Club funds, also p~esentations.
The following organisations had to be officially informed of the . winding-up of
Uverseas: Andrews Feeds, the Press, St. Edwards, the University, Insurance,
the Armed forces, the Ministry of Sport, the Police and the R.f.U.
Jack Sharp continued living in malta until his return to England at ·,t he
beginning of 1982. But right up to the date of his departure he kept his interest
in Overseas and regularly held his well-known and always appreciated drinks and
film evenings. His invitations always included the ladies and with Jack and
Oorothy the Committee kept the spirit of fellowship in the great sport of rugby
football going to the end.
The final meeting of the Caretaker Committee lIIas deferred to the
11th January, 1982. The main item on the agenda at this meeting was to dispose
of the balance of the Club funds as required by the resolutions passed during the
A.G.M. and according to the three Trustees' recommendations ..' The Overseas Rugby
and Sports Club did . not have a large amount C),f. money to dispose ofand _a __Qreat
deal of thought must have been put into its method of disposal. The funds, in
accordance with the Trustees' recommendations, were distributed as follows:1.

Secretarial expenses end postage

£,10-00

2.

Grant to K.R.S. film operator Mr. J. Calleja We have been most grateful to Jack for his generous hospitality
for which he has always refused to accept oontributions, but
feel we might recognize one of his employees.

£.10-00
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3.

Sub-Aqua Club - Calypso Divers
were accepted into membership in 1979.
This grant is to go towards the upkeep of their new Club
premises. At their request a plaque is to be made to commemorate
their association with Overseas.

£25-00

4.

St. Edwards College
This school has always shown keen support towards rugby in
Malta. The donation is for ,t he College's Sports Fund.

£25-00

5.

Rugby football Union
The Chairman referred to. the intentions of the Committee as
far back as 1972 and quoted in the 'History' pp 86-87:
"In furtherance of Junior Rugby to commemorate the name of
Overseas Club." A donation of £Stg50-00 is to be made.

£37-00

6.

History of the Club
or £Stg25-00. Norman Morgan is to be asked to prepare a short
postscript to covar the activities of the Club over the past
two or three years, up to the decisions of this Committee.
Copies of this postscript are to be sent to all members of the
Committee and others concerned.

£18-00

£15-00

£,140-00
The Trustees agreed to make arrangements to see that their recommendations
were implemented.
So ended a great Club.
The Chairman, Cyril fox, also gave up his residence in Malta and left for
home in England in June, 1982. The last of the expatriates. Now, having
achieved his 80th birthday, Cyril can sit back and enjoy rugger on the television.
Since his return he has received a most kind letter from Mr. R~H.G. Weighill,
the Hon. Secretary of the R.f.U.
A copy of Mr. Weighill's letter to Cyril fox is included in this final Chapter.
Always first and foremost a Rugby Club, but latterly also a Sports Club,
Overseas promoted rugby in Malta for 36 years and it is to be hoped left seeds
of the game to be developed in future years.
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C. Fox, Esq.,
Chairman,
OVerseas Rugby and Sports Club (Malta),
47 Tigne Street,
Sliema,
MALTA G.C.

lOth May, 1982

Thank you so much for your letter which has been
forwarded to me by George Attard and informs us of the
demise of the Malta Rugby Club.
We do fully appreciate the difficulties under
which you have been operating during the past few years
and were very conscious of the immense amount of energy
and work which was involved in keeping going.
It is always sad when Clubs of this nature have
to wind up their affairs but we do sincerely hope that
the game will have been given a good foundation in Malta
and that some of the schools will continue to play and
hopefully in due course the Club may arise again.
Thank you so much also for the donation to the
Rugby Football Union.
We will try and think of some way
in which we can use this money to commemorate the activities
of your Club so that it will not be entirely lost to our
records and also in the minds of rugby people throughout
the world.
I do sincerely hope that we shall have an opportunity
of meeting you if and when you come to the United Kingdom and
would welcome you at Twickenham whenever that may be.

LONG SERVING MEM8ERS
Cyril fox
Cyril fox joined Overseas in 1972. In his first year as a member, and in
all years between 1974 and 1982, Cyril served the Club in the capacity of
Vice-President. In 1973/74, the year Overseas became a Rugby and Sports Club,
he was elected President. Although intensely interested in both rugby and cricket,
watching from the touchline or boundary on a Saturday and/or Sunday afternoon,
his forte was to work for the Club as a whole, and not trying to pick the winning
team on a Selection Committee. This was particularly so over the last 4 years
of the Club's existence, when, as one of a Commit~ee, he first fought to save the
Club from closure, and, when this was a fait accompli, he helped to settle the
Club's affairs with equal dedication. Always willing to take on extra Committee
work, usually through difficult times, all members came to rely on his sound
judgement. I personally have never seen Cyril ruffled or lose his calm and
always he was interested in people, and had the time and courtesy to speak to
everyone. Twice during the last 3 years he stepped into the breach to act as
President/Chairman, and his last Office Was to Chair the final Committee Meeting
of the Club.
Member of Club, 1972
10 years
President, 1973/74
V,ice-President, 1972/73, 1974-82
9 years
2 years
Chairman of Steering Committee for run down of the Club, 1976-78
Chairman of Sub-Committee to consider application by Calypso
Diving Cluh for affiliation to O.R. & S.C., 28th June, 1978
Acting President/Chairman, April to September, 1979
Drew up necessary proposals to close down Club, and prepared
statement on Closure for Committee and A.G.M., April, 1980
Acting President/Chairman, May to October, 1980
Trustee, October, 1980, to 11th January, 1982
Chairman of Caretaker Committee, October, 1980, to 11th January, .1982
Jack Sharp (Hon. Life Member)
In the History of the Overseas Rugby and Sports Club (P. 152) I gave a full
account of the many ways in which Jack served the Club up to May, 1978. At that
time Jack was due to retire and his future movements unknown, at least to the
writer. fortunately for Overseas, he remained with M.U.f.C., later called
K.R.S., after May, 1978, and was deeply involved in the Club right up to its
closure.
I repeat what I wrote in the History. Although I have listed below many of
the Offices undertaken by Jack, it is impossible to name the many diverse ways
he has helped the Club. It is impossible to overestimate his contact with the
~ltese Ministry, particularly the l"linister of Sport, on the Club's behalf; the
many times he has acted as. host to Overseas Committees and Members; his direct
contact with the Colleges appertaining to rugby participation; and not least for
providing all the necessities for film Evenings at the Club House. This last
mentioned service did much to boost the morale of members towards the end when
times were difficult, and a Club House was of vital necessity for keeping members
together.
Updated list of Offices held:l'lember of Club, 1961/62
Elected Hon. Life Member, 1967
President, 1962-66
Vice-President, 1961/62 and 1972-82

21 years
4 years
11 years
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Chairman, Rugby Section, 1973-78
Organised Exiles vs Tal Handaq, Christmas holiday matches, 1962-68
Selection Committee (Cricket), 1977.- 78
Taurs Secretary (Rugby), 1976-78
Served on Social & Bar Committees on a number of occasions
Served on Committee when Club was temporarily disbanded when
British presence withdrew from Malta, January, 1972, and
on Steering Committee which was formed for reformation
of the Club, July, 1972
On Steering Committee for run down of Club, 1976-78
Member of Sub-Committee to consider application by Calypso
Di.v ing Club for affiliation to O.R. &. S.C., Ju~y, 1978
Sub-Committee to prepare meeting on future of rugby in Malta,
february, 1980
Trustee of Club and Member of Caretaker Committee, October, 1980,
to January, 1982

5
6
2
2

years
years
years
years

2 years

Don Alexander
Don Alexander, Overseas and Moseley, served on Overseas General and Rugby
Commi.t tees from the time he joined the Club until he left Malta in September,
1980. Don rarely seemed to wish to be in the limelight, but preferred to give
his sound advice in Committee, particularly on rugby matters. His opinion . was
always respe~ted. 1 think, for Don, the highlights of his service to Overseas
were the visits to roalta by Moseley teams. Moseley played good rugby and they
were amongst the bes~ to visit Malta. Don left Malta qUietly, giving the
Commi.t tee. no chance to arrange any farewell occasion in his honour intimating
he was not in favour of such functions. Approximate departure, September, 1980.
Member of Club, 1972/73
Vice-Presiden~ 1972-80
Bar COmmittee, 1972/73, 1974-76 &. 1977/78
Ground work for Moseley RUfC Tours. to Malta, 1974/75 &. 1977/78

8 years
8 years
4 years

Tim Agius-ferrante
Tim. Agius-F.errante, Committee Member and Rugby Player for Uverseas for
9 years, was honoured in 1979/80 by being elected President of the Club.
Tim was not only the first Maltese President, but also the youngest, in the
Club's history. He took over as President at a very difficult time, when the
Club WaS fighting for its very existence, and did a difficult job well, until
forced by circumstances to resign.
In his 'younger days' Tim WaS Head 80y at
School and Captain of the school 1st XV. As a
for Overseas XWs. Gone are the days. Tim was
and in the same year he was awarded the 'Young

Tal Handaq Combined Services
schoolboy he occasionally played
'8' Team Captain in 1974/75,
Player of the Year' Cup.

Member of Club, 1973/74
President, 1979/80
Hon. General Treasurer, 1978-82
Caretaker Committee, October, 1980, to January, 1982

9 years
4 years
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Dave Schembri
Dave Schembri was a good Captain both on the field, . where he led by
example, and socially. For the 2 years ha was Captain he had a task which
became increasingly dif,ficult as the number of players fell, games became
fewer, and morale suffered accordingly. From his early days with the Club when
ha wrote an article in the Times of Malta (History of the Club, page 130) calle,d
'Rugby is a Fascinating Game', and later as Liaison Government Schools, he did
his utmost to build a side for the future (page 155). Right to the end he fought
to keep O,v ersaas alive and for the game to continue in Malta. Perhaps he will
succeed with the latter.
From watching David play rugby in Malta, it is my belief that, if he had
played fox:: a UK team such as Moseley, with their high standard of players,
opposition and training, he would have been a class player. Nevertheless, David
really enjoyed his rugby.
Member of Club, 1974
Liaison Government Schools, 1977/78
Hon. Membership Secretary, 1978/80
Hon. Social Secretary, 1978/79
Team Captain, 1978/80
Caretaker Committee, October, 1980, to January, 1982
Most l~roved Player of the Year, 1974/75

8 years
2 years
2 years

Charles Borda
For most of his 8 years with the Club Charlie Borda was either Bar Manager
or served as a Volunteer Barman. In this he gave valuable service to Overseas
especially as from at least 1979 onwards the Club House was a vital link in
holding filembers, and so the Club, together. Charles, together with his wife Doris,
organised the last two Annual Dinner Dances held by the Club.
Charlie's dedication and hard work as Bar Manager was matched only by his
love for the game 0 f rugby, and his keenness for anything appertaining to, it.
He also worked hard to stave off the inevitable closure.
Member of Club, 1974
Bar Manager, 197B/80
Caretaker Committee, October, 1980, to January, 1982

8 years
2 years

CLOSI~G CO~~ITTEE

In the main. History of Overseas I named, the first, Officials of the Club. Now,
to close the final Chapter, I will list those Officials who served Overseas at the
end.
Chairman and Administrator
C. Fox
Vice President - Life Member, and aptly named
J. Sharp
'Patron' of Overseas
Hon. Treasurer
T. Agius-Ferrante
Hon. Secretary
G. Attard
Committee Members:-

D. Schembri, C. Borda, J. Micallef, C. Mock, J. Young ,
L. Uella Brincat and D. Gribbon.

The longer serving members I have previously mentioned at length. Space does
not allow more to be said about the other Committee Members but all served Overseas
well and helped to lay a great Club to res t in 'grand style and with digni ty '.
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['lATCHES AND RESULTS 1978/79
Games played at the !"larsa
1st Team
Sat 14th Oct
Sun 29th oct
Nov
Nov
Sat 18th Nov
Nov
Nov
Sun 3rd Dec

vs
vs
vs
vs
vs
vs
vs
vs

Thu 7th Dec
Sat 16th Dec
Sat 23rd Dec

vs
vs

Won
Won
Lost
Lost
Won
Won
Lost
Lost

vs
vs

H.M.S. 8ri tannia
H.M.S. Alacrity
Salerno Coy RM
H.M.S. Ark Royal
H.1'1.5. Alacrity
H.M.S. Fearless
Salerno Coy Rf'i
Tallywain R.F.C.
Touring side from Gwent, Wales
Combined Services
Army Elements
7-a-side Tournament
Overseas entered one team
England vs The Rest
Minestrones
fYlines tronss

Won
Won

20-18

1st f'lar
4th Mar
J'fiar
fYlar
fYlar
fliar
Sat 24th
Apr
18 1 Team

vs
vs
vs
vs
vs
vs
vs

Sicilflora (!"lilazzo)
Clan (i"'lsssina)
41 Cdo R!"1
41 Cdo RM
H. i"l.S. London
H.M.S. London
Minestrones

Won
Lost
Lost

54- 0
6-18
0- 4

Drsw
Lost
Won

22-22
4-26
20-18

oct/Nov
oct/Nov
Oct/Nov
9th Dec
Dec/Jan
Dec/Jan

vs
vs
vs
vs
vs
vs

H.i"1.5. Ark Royal (Under 19 )
St. Edwards
H.C'l.S. Alacrity
St. Edwards
St. Edwards
St. Edwards

Lost
0- 4
Won
Lost'
Lost
4- 6
Won
Won 16-14

Tue 26th Dsc
Dec
Jan
Thu
Sun

Sat

f'lar
['iar
Apr

vs St. Edwards
vs 41 Cdo Ri"l 18 1
vs St. Edwards

32- 0
32- 0
4-13
0-31
4- 0
10-23

Won by 41 Cdo A Team
0-12

Won
Lost
Lost

On Tour,

19- 0
0- 4
22-44

I"lATCHES AND RESULTS 1979/80
first game at the f'iarsa, remainder at Safi
Sat 20th oct
Nov
Nov
Dec
Sat 19th Apr

vs Armed Forces of Malta (No 3 Battery)
vs St. Edwards
vs St. Edward s
vs I'lines trones
7-a-side Tournament
Overseas entered two teams
Details as known

Won 14- 0
Lost
0-16
Lost
Won 30-10
Won by St. Edwards

